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	text_summryText01:  Contracted by the CMAA, the ERC’s task was to find the most unethical and problematic issue in the construction industry facing engineers, and to give our recommendation of how to correct the problem.  This request by CMAA executives is in response to the FMI Survey of Construction Industry Ethical Practices, completed by the FMI Corporation in conjunction with CMAA, which is a survey of 270 people in the construction industry about unethical practices in construction.  Our report is for CMAA’s publications of industry research and will be presented in the FMI’s upcoming “Seminar Digest 2006” in June.

The FMI survey found that 84% of owners, architects, construction managers, contractors, and subcontractors responding to the survey said that they had “experienced, encountered, or observed construction industry-related acts or transactions that they would consider unethical in the past year.”  Additionally, 61% of those surveyed thought the industry was “tainted” by unethical acts.

We have found that the most unethical problem facing engineers in construction is an unnecessary conflict of interest presently compromising many products of engineering design.  The problem lies in the procedure of acquiring and administering quality control of construction projects.  Presently there are no codes in the construction industry regulating general contractors from providing their  own quality control in a bid package. This quality control is in the form of 
	text_summryText02: inspections and reports provided to the owner of the project to prove that the owners are purchasing a product representative of contract documents.  These inspectors are put in positions of literally inspecting their boss’s work, which is an obvious conflict of interest.

Companies across the nation will potentially save millions of dollars in structural and cosmetic repair costs and reduce their financial liabilities from accidents caused by poorly inspected construction products.  Our recommendation is to change construction bidding laws to prevent contractors from including quality control in their project bids.  This will strip their authority over the testing agency by closing an unethical loophole in these laws.  The project owners and engineers will then contract the quality control and truly ensure themselves of a representative product of their money and designs. 



